[Current research perspectives of health system research and health economics in Germany].
The German statutory health insurance scheme is confronted with a steadily rapid progress of medical sciences and increasing difficulties to mobilize the financial resources necessary for applying the new scientific knowledge in health care. Therefore it is absolutely imperative to intensify the efforts to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of health care. Health policies based on health targets, the development of patterns requiring integrated care, redefining the bunch of health insurance benefits, and a more regular use of methods of economic evaluation have been proposed as promising approaches towards optimizing resource allocation in health care. However, an analysis of these approaches demonstrates that a valid appraisal of their potential to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of health care requires further research. In addition, European integration may produce tendencies towards a convergence of the national health care systems; this makes it rather difficult to assess how the room for autonomous national health policies will develop in the future.